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for some of us is hard, it is not impossible. Don’t give up!”
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Beginnings Xilll is not just a collection of words. It is the
result of the perseverance of many writers — finding just the right
word, making time to attend class, and working to accomplish
goals they set for themselves. For some, writing is a chance to
put thoughts into poetry; for others it is a chance to tell a story
they’ve been developing in their minds for years or to inspire their
children and grandchildren. Some write to express themselves in
a language they didn’t grow up speaking. For many ABLE authors,
writing demonstrates that their determination is stronger than any
obstacle put before them.
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We are so grateful to the Ohio Board of Regents State
Adult Basic and Literacy Education program for their ongoing sup-
port of the Ohio Writers’ Conference and Beginnings.

To the teachers and tutors in Ohio ABLE programs: your
dedication, guidance, and leadership give your students the oppor-
tunity to achieve not only their goals, but also their dreams.
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“I never knew | was a writer until we had our first writing workshop at
Godman Guild.That goes to show that you never know what you can do
until you try.”

~ Marketa Slaughter, Beginnings XlII author biography





