The American West


Teaching Suggestions: 

Westward Expansion

· Ask students to choose one of the categories that interest them: Gold Rush, Pioneers and Settlers, Native and African Americans, Crossing the Plains, Cowboys and Cowgirls, and the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  Help them find at least two books at their reading level.

· With the bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark Expedition in 2003, books and websites abound:  1) www.lewisandclark.org/;  2) www.nationalgeographic.com/west;  3) www.pbs.org/lewisandclark; and 4) www.lewisandclark200.org/index.php?clD=.

· Use a Jigsaw or Group investigation teaching strategy(http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka/strategies_collab.pdf.  Ask each group to present their report to the entire class.

Willa Cather

· Introduce students to Willa Cather, the American writer who set most of her books on the prairies and plains, with Michael Bedard’s The Divide.  Students can gain more information, read from many texts, and listen to some works on these websites to see how her life influenced her writing:  1) www.gustavus.edu/oncampus/academics/english/cather; and 2) www.gradesaver.com/ClassicNotes/Authors/about_willa_cather.

· Encourage students to find a favorite passage to read to the class.

Geography/Environment

· Use Jim Brandenburg’s An American Safari to study the American Prairie.   Use a K-W-L strategy to generate questions about prairie before checking out these online sites:  1) www.jimbrandenburg.com/flash/index_falsh.html; 2) www.radford.edu/~swoodwar/CLASSES/GEOG235/biomes/tempgrass/prairie.htm.

· Together complete the K-W-L chart with what you have learned.  Share any photographs that were discovered.  

Key: P=Picture Book; YA=Young Adult; F=Fiction; NF=Non-Fiction; HF=Historical Fiction; and Py=Poetry

Easy=Level 1; Medium=Level 2; Difficult=GED Level


