
ESOL/NRS/Placement Levels 
 

Functional Level 
 

Standardized Test Benchmarks 
 

Functional Level 
 

Standardized Test Benchmarks 
 

Beginning  
ESOL Literacy  

(Level 1) 

 
CASAS (Life Skills): 165-180 
BEST Oral: 0-15 
Best Literacy: 0-7 

 
High 

Intermediate 
ESOL 

(Level 4) 
 

 
CASAS (Life Skills): 211-220 
BEST Oral: 51-57 
BEST Literacy: 54-65 

 
Beginning  

ESOL 
(Level 2) 

 
CASAS (Life Skills): 181-200 
BEST Oral: 16-41 
Best Literacy: 8-46 

 
Low 

Advanced 
ESOL 

(Level 5) 
 

 
CASAS (Life Skills): 221-235) 
BEST Oral 58-64 
BEST Literacy: 66+ 

 
Low  

Intermediate 
ESOL 

 (Level 3) 

 
CASAS (Life Skills): 201-210 
Best Oral: 42-50 
BEST Literacy 47-53 

 
High 

Advanced 
ESOL 

(Level 6) 
 

 
CASAS (Life Skills): 236-245 
BEST Oral: 65+ 
BEST Literac does not test beyond Level 5 
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ABLE/NRS Placement Levels 
Functional Level Standardized Test Benchmarks Functional Level Standardized Test Benchmarks 

 

Beginning 
Literacy 
(Level 1) 

 

AMES (level B scale scores)  
   Reading: 1-500 
   Communication: 1-496 
   Computation: 1-476 
CASAS: 200 and below scale scores 
TABE (7-8) 
   Reading 1-367 
   Language 1-391 
   Math 1-313 
 

 

High  
Intermediate 

ABLE 
(Level 4) 

 

AMES (levels C & D scale scores)  
   Reading C: 525-612 
   Reading D: 522-543 
   Communication C: 516-611 
   Communication D: 516-523 
   Computation C: 510-627 
   Computation D: 509-532 
CASAS 221-235 
TABE (7-8) 
   Reading 518-566 
   Language 524-559 
   Math 506-565 

 
Beginning 

ABLE 
(Level 2) 

 
AMES (level B scale scores)  
   Reading: 503-510 
   Communication: 498-506 
   Computation: 477-492 
CASAS: 201-210 scale scores 
TABE (7-8) 
   Reading 368-460 
   Language 392-490 
   Math 314-441 
  

 
Low 

Adult 
Secondary Ed 

(Level 5) 

 
AMES (level E scale scores)  
   Reading: 544-561 
   Communication: 527-535 
   Computation: 534-548 
CASAS 236-245 
TABE (7-8) 
   Reading 567-595 
   Language 560-585 
   Math 566-594 

 
Low 

Intermediate 
ABLE 

(Level 3) 

 
AMES (level B & C scale scores)  
   Reading B: 511-609 
   Reading C: 514-521 
   Communication B: 508-605 
   Communication C: 509-513 
   Computation B: 494-603 
   Computation C: 493-508 
CASAS: 211-220 
TABE (7-8) 
   Reading 461-517 
   Language 491-523 
   Math 442-505 

 
High 
Adult 

Secondary Ed 
(Level 6) 

 
AMES (level E scale scores)  
   Reading: 565+ 
   Communication: 538+ 
   Computation: 551+ 
CASAS 246+ 
TABE (7-8) 
   Reading 596+ 
   Language 586+ 
   Math 595+ 
 
 
 


