
 
Title: SOAPS Reading Strategy 
 

Objectives 

Students will be able to identify the author’s purpose in a 
piece of writing. 

Time frame to Complete 

20 – 30 minutes (depending upon selected reading 
material) 
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Standard(s) Addressed in Lesson  

Read with Understanding 

Benchmark(s) Addressed in Lesson  

R.4.11. Apply, monitor and adjust comprehension strategies (for example, note subtle details in texts, pose 

questions about text) to understand text at an inferential level. 

R.4.14. Analyze how an author uses argument and provides evidence to persuade others. 
R.4.15. Draw conclusions about text using knowledge of main idea(s) and supporting details, consistent with 

complexity of the text.  

Materials 
 SOAPS reading strategy handout 

 Sample letters to the editor (attached) or access to the Opinion section of a newspaper such as:    
http://www.middletownjournal.com/opinion/  OR  http://cincinnati.com/blogs/letters/  OR 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/letters/2010-12-21-letters21_ST_N.htm 

 

Learner Prior Knowledge 
Students should be able to differentiate between fact and opinion 

Activities 
 
Step 1     Ask students to identify different reasons people write.  Possible answers include to entertain, to inform, 
and to persuade, to record, to communicate a message.  (If students need help thinking of purposes, ask students 
why people write books? Letters? Speeches? Essays? Diaries? Poems?) 
 
Step 2    Distribute the SOAPS handout and introduce the SOAPS reading strategy as a way to help students 
determine the purpose in a piece of writing.  SOAPS can be used with any genre, but works easily with letters to 
the editor.  S=subject (the topic of the piece of writing); O=occasion (event or incident that inspired the writing); 
A=audience (whom is this piece of writing for?); P=purpose (the reason for the piece of writing); S=speaker (from 
whose point of view is this piece of writing). 
 
Step 3     Distribute a sample letter to the editor.  As a class, read the letter and identify the Subject, Occasion, 
Audience, Purpose, and Speaker.  Discuss the process and clarify the answers. 

http://www.middletownjournal.com/opinion/
http://cincinnati.com/blogs/letters/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/letters/2010-12-21-letters21_ST_N.htm


 
Step 4     For individual practice, students choose another letter to the editor or opinion piece and complete the 
SOAPS strategy. 
 

Assessment/Evidence 
Correct identification of the subject, occasion, audience, purpose, and speaker for a piece of writing. 
 

Adaptations for Beginning Students 
For beginning students, a multiple-choice worksheet could be created to help students identify the subject, 
occasion, audience, purpose, and speaker.   
 

Adaptations for Advanced Students 
For more advanced students, choose longer passages or different genres of writing to test their understanding of 
the SOAPS strategy. 
 

Teacher Reflection/Lesson Evaluation 
 
 

This lesson was created by Middletown ABLE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
The SOAPS reading strategy is a method to help readers determine the purpose and/or bias of a 
piece of writing.  The SOAPS strategy can be used with any type of text. 
 
S =  Subject  

The first step in the SOAPS strategy is to identify the subject, or main topic. 
 

O =  Occasion 
The occasion is the general time and place of a piece of writing or a specific event that 
caused the author to write this.  Sometimes the occasion is stated (such as a Christmas 
letter) or a response to another piece of writing (e.g. a letter to the editor), but other 
times you may have to make a guess. 
 

A =  Audience  
The audience is the group of people who are most likely to read and respond to this.  
Think about who would have access to the piece of writing, who would be most 
interested in it, and where the piece of writing can be found. (Is it for the general 
public?  Is it geared toward voters?  Is it for women only?  Is it for workers in a specific 
career field?) 
 

P =  Purpose  
Determine why this piece of writing was this written.  Is it to inform, persuade, 
entertain, or cause a specific action (such as to sell something or promote a cause)? 
 

S =   Speaker  
The speaker is the point of view.  This is often the author, but it may include more 
details such as a profession or role.  (For example, the speaker may be a doctor 
providing his expert opinion on ways to minimize the risks of a disease.)  In fiction or 
poetry, the speaker is not the author, but is the narrator or main character. 

 
 
Select a short piece of writing and complete the SOAPS analysis. 
 
Subject - _______________________________________________________________ 

Occasion - ______________________________________________________________ 

Audience - ______________________________________________________________ 

Purpose - _______________________________________________________________ 

Speaker - _______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 


