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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Ohlo Literacy Resource Center

How should I interpret purposeful, contextual, and constructivist when developing lessons?

Are we teaching what our students truly want to learn? Some ABLE students wonder if what they are learning in the classroom will be useful in their
lives. As a teacher, I have always felt that what my adult learners work on in the classroom should have an impact on their personal lives. Implemen-
ing Equipped for the Future (EFF) theories and practices has assured my students and me that we that they are working on skills that are relevant to
their lives. Learning activities reflect the EFF framework and are built around student’s personal and academic goals. The lessons are purposeful, con-
textual, and constructivist in their design. With this approach in place, my adult learners can clearly see that their classroom learning will transfer to
their own personal lives.

- Tawna (Tawna Eubanks is a classroom instructor for Hamilton City ABLE)

PURPOSEFUL might be understood as the linking of student goals with lessons. Each learner should be clearly aware of how learned skills will lead
them to the achievement of their academic and personal goals. Lessons have a purpose beyond practice of skills.

Agree? Disagree? Why? Eureka Teaching Strategy ( http:/iiteracy.kent.eduleureka/strategieslagree_disagree_why.pdf)
Purpose: to encourage reflection on and response to reading.
Procedures:
1. Student read (or listen)
2. The teacher prepares several statements that are related to the text and likely to yield differences of opinion. (For example,
from the first chapter of Charlotte’s Web, Animals should be treated like people. Or Mr. Arable should have killed the runt.) Statements can
be written on the chalkboard or on an overhead transparency, or sheets for student response can be developed.
3. Pairs of students talk about the statements, trying to decide if they agree or disagree with each and making notes about their reasons.
4. When pairs have completed their discussion, the teacher may wish to convene the whole group to continue discussion of the text.

Teachers are clear or TRANSPARENT to students about what they need to know and do to reach their goals. By making connections between teach-
ing and their goals, we are being explicit about learning.
Think Aloud Eureka Teaching Strategy (http://literacy.kent.edu/eurcka/strategies/think_aloud.pdf)
Purpose: to model for students the thought processes that take place when difficuit materiai is read. Students will understand comprehension strate-
gies better because they can see how the mind can respond to thinking through trouble spots and constructing meaning from text.
Procedure:
1. Use passages that contain unknown words, unclear sections, or contradictions.
2. The teacher reads aloud, stopping to verbalize the thinking that takes place when difficult or confusing material is encountered. The
students follow along silently and listen as the teacher thinks through the trouble spots.
3. Students can work with partners to practice think-alouds by taking turns reading short, carefully prepared passages and sharing thoughts.

CONTEXTUAL lessons are useful in adult learners lives. Authentic learning materials will also allow participants to see their recently learned skills
applied to the real world. Putting knowledge to use reinforces the importance of developing skills for a purpose.
Suggestion Circles Eureka Teaching Strategy ( http://literacy.kent.edu/eureka/stmtegies/suggestion_circles.pdf)
Purpose: The Suggestion Circle is...
A problem-solving tool that offers high-quality alternatives
A powerful way to share information and ideas quickly
A way to honor someone with a problem
A time-efficient way to meet the needs of individuals in the group
A way to include all members in the problem-solving process
Procedure
1. The person who wants the groups’ input states the problem briefly - in one or two sentences.
2. Someone is asked to record the group’s individual suggestions.
3. Participants sit in a circle, and each person is asked to suggest one high quality, briefly stated solution. (Everyone has the right to pass.)
No questions are allowed. No one may comment on another person’s suggestion. (This includes the person who owns the problem.)
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4. When a suggestion is made, the person with the problem says thank you. At the end of the circle, the person with the problem
makes his or her own decision to act (or not) on any of the ideas.

CONSTRUCTIVIST approach will allow the adult learners to build expertise, acknowledge their own strengths, and use them to move forward towards
their goals. Students can make connections about what they already know and can do with new information in order to move forward in their learning.
Monitoring of this learning progress can create opportunities for students to reflect on what they have learned and give them the opportunity to set new
goals or new timelines for their current goals.
PreP Eureka Teaching Strategy (http:/fliteracy.kent.edu/eureka/strategies/prep.pdf)
Purpose: To generate interest in a topic and to estimate students’ levels of background information.
Procedure: PreP is a pre-reading/pre-instruction activity that fosters group discussion and an awareness of the material to be covered. PreP proceeds in
three phases:
1. The teacher introduces an important concept from the material to be taught by inviting the student to share anything that comes to mind when
they hear (the word). As students share their thoughts the teacher writes them on the board or on chart paper.
2. The teacher asks the students to share what made them think of their responses. This gives the students the opportunity to see connections
between their background knowledge and the new material. The teacher asks the students if they have any new ideas about the material based on
this discussion. This gives student a change to revise previous responses or to add new thoughts on the topic.

A classroom example

In a recent orientation, I enrolled a young woman who was interested in obtaining her GED. After working through some goal setting activities, we also
discovered she wanted to make better decisions about buying items on credit. She wanted to purchase nice things for herself and her family, but she felt
using store credit was leading her to financial trouble.

1 designed a learning activity (see next page) that would allow her to determine the cost of buying individual items on credit. She choose three items
that she had recently purchased on credit and had to determine the total cost she would pay for each when [finished paying the monthly payments. She
was responsible for locating the rate of interest she was paying and the amount of time allowed on each loan. Once she located the information, we
worked through the explanation of the interest formula in several GED books, as well as sample credit agreements from local businesses. When she was
comfortable with the formula, she used her own information to determine the total cost she would pay for each of the three items she had chosen to work
with. She was surprised to realize she was paying almost double for one of the items.

The lesson permitted the student to work on the skills necessary to obtain her GED while helping her learn to manage resources in her family role
(purposeful). The use of real life materials allowed her to take the knowledge she had gained and put it to use in her personal life (contextual). Her pre-
vious knowledge about credit, and the effects it had in her life, created a strong basis to make connections about interest, total cost, and buying on

credit (constructivist). Reflecting on her learning allowed her to reevaluate personal financial decisions while seeing progress towards obtaining her
GED.

The question, “When am I ever going to use this? " becomes only a memory from the past when I focus on PCC in developing lessons. Students no
longer wonder if their learning will be useful, and I have the assurance that what I am teaching will be relevant to my student's lives.

Tawna Eubanks

When reviewing your lessons, keep these EFF principles in mind:
Purposeful and Transparent

e  Are each of the activities in the plan related to the goal students have named and the standard they have selected?
e Are students clear about how the standard and the learning activities will help them with their goal?
o s there a built-in process to allow students to monitor and assess how they are making progress toward their goal?

Contextual

e s the plan related to a real-life situation?

e Does the plan allow students to actively apply what they learn?

e  Have I included activities to help students see how they can transfer what they learn to other contexts?

Constructivist (Building Expertise)
e Does the plan build on students’ prior knowledge?
e  Does the plan help students to see the “big picture” and how they can use these principles to construct new understanding?

To find out more about how teachers in other states are applying these approaches to learning, visit the Equipped for the Future Special Collection web-
site at http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/colletions/eff. Of particular interest is the article by Joan Benz entitled Active, Purposeful, and Contextual: Assessment in
the EFF Classroom (hitp://www.sabes,org/resources/fieldnotes/vol 10/i03benz htm.) Many more excellent resources can be found at

the EFF Special Collection under the sidebar Literacy Resources- Teacher/Tutor section. / &
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